INTRODUCTION
The coast is the most dynamic, sensitive and perhaps least understood of our natural environments. It is also an area with its own special economic and social problems and risks, which are exacerbated by inadequate and often outdated infrastructure. Any deterioration in the quality of the coastal and marine environment can seriously threaten its . . . ability to support human uses. 1 The focus of this article is on voluntary (non-statutory) initiatives for integrated coastal management (ICM) in the United Kingdom (U.K.) that undertake planning and management for 50-300 km stretches of coast or discrete ecosystems such as estuaries. They are a partnership of organisations and interest groups, rather than a single organisation. They form one kind of response to coastal issues alongside government licensing and regulation, and community-based initiatives, each operating at a variety of scales. They represent a relatively new type of approach to dealing with coastal issues and managing coastal information. In contrast to sectoral management, focused on regulatory and technical solutions, they take a partnership approach to bring together public, private, and voluntary organisations to create an integrated approach to the management of a coastal area. 2 The first major section of the article highlights coastal issues in the U.K., using evidence from an array of studies and indicators of socioeconomic and environmental change. The second section considers the related question of how society can begin to understand and resolve coastal issues. At the present time, society is characterised as an 'information society.' This highlights the need to deal with information overload, institutional fragmentation, and specialisation of knowledge across the landsea interface. The article makes the case for improved data and information management. Some evidence is presented about the sheer volume of data and information involved, and some theories are put forward for better organising this resource. The final section of the article focuses on responses at a local level. The article outlines the story of non-statutory ICM initiatives, which have developed since the 1980s at local and regional levels in the U.K. Four case study initiatives are used to illustrate achievements. The results particularly consider the ability of these initiatives to bring about institutional integration and societal collaboration. The article also highlights that these initiatives are fragile, and are struggling to survive in the present policy context. Finally, the article considers the practical policy implications, as many nations worldwide are considering new institutional arrangements for marine and coastal areas.
U.K. Coastal Management
Like many developed coastal States, responsibilities for marine and coastal matters in the U.K. are fragmented and complex. Administration is divided amongst many government departments and agencies as well as between national, regional, and local levels, with a basis in 134 associated pieces of maritime-related legislation. 3 The evolution of the organisational framework and legislative drivers is extensively reviewed by Ballinger, 4 and the political
